GOD’S TO DO LIST TOOL KIT
*  Survey
In April 2008, this is the survey we sent to the congregation so that we could gauge their
interests, passions and talents. We actively wanted to create a “menu” of social justice
opportunities that would reflect the congregation. |

* Go/ No Go Tool

* Mailing-- Every family received a package including:
o A copy of Dr. Ron Wolfson’s book God's To Do List
o A cover letter from, Jon Meyers, the President of our Congregation, introducing
the project
o A letter from the Social Justice Committee explaining the project
o A detailed explanation of our many To-Do List items

o Two perforated To Do List (to be completed and returned to Temple)

* Sermons
o Given on Erev Rosh Hashanah, Rabbi Linder's sermon introduced the
congregation to the project God’s To Do List
o Rosh Hashanah morning, Dr. Ron Wolfson addressed the congregation with the
message from his book “God’s To Do List’.
Listen to Woifson's Sermon http:/templeisrael-ne.info/Title 01.mp3

* Marketing Materials
o Newsletter Articles
o E-Newsletter blasts
o Photos

o Blog entries

* 3 on 3 Nothing But Nets Fundraiser
o Board Proposal



Tomple Shpacd

7023 Cass Street  Omaha, Nebraska 68132  Phone (402) 556-6536  Fax (402) 556-6189  E-mail tisrael@templeisraclomaha.corr

September 24, 2008

Dear Friends,

L’shanah Tovah! We have some exciting events planned for the upcoming year! Highlighting these will
be a very special Rosh Hashanah Morning service. 1 am delighted to let you know that Dr. Ron Wolfson,
an Omaha native, will deliver the sermon Tuesday Moming at the 10:15 a.m. service., For those of you
who know Ron, I don’t need to tell you of his genuine passion for Judaism and his talent for story-telling.
Whether you’ve seen or heard Ron in person or not, all of us are in for a special treat of insight and
inspiration,

Ron has written a number of books. The enclosed book, Ged’s Te Do List, is a wonderful book of stories
that help us to do good things. ..in fact, ten things (with over 100 examples) that we can do to be Angels
in our everyday lives. We will hear Ron on Rosh Hashanah Moming and for the following ten days, read
one chapter each day. Leam one of the items on the “TO DO LIST”. As you will see, this culminates
with “Forgiveness” on the tenth day, which will coincide with our themes of Yom Kippur.

Included in this packet 1s another letter. Based on your responses to the Social Justice survey, our Social
Tustice Committee has come up with our own “To-Do” list, challenging us to match our spiritual ideals
with our physical actions and commitments. There is a menu of items that you and your family can do
between the High Holidays and the end of next summer. These are on our “To-Do” list, because they are
on God’s “To-Do” list. As we ask to be inscribed in the Book of Life, let us use our strengths, passions
and talents to enable others as well. 1am eager for all of us to turn our words and prayers into actions.

I want to express my sincere gratitude to Janice & Bob Batt and to the Slosburg Family for underwriting
this project and making this very special gift to each Temple Family possible. There is a nameplate inside
each book with their names on it and Ron has personally sigred each one.

I hope you will see the significance in this gift. We have always taken pride in being a caring
congregation. Let’s reinforce that in this New Year by committing to doing God's work...committing
ourselves to be Angels.
May the Ncw Year be sweet for all of us, and for those whose lives we touch.

% M

Jon Meyers
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learn have fun grow do

Dear Friends,

If God made a To-Do List for you, tailored to your God-given talents and skills that could be used to make a
difference in the world, what would be on the list?
God'’s To-Do List, by Ron Wolfson

What would Temple Israel’s Social Justice To-Do list look like?

Six months ago, we asked you to fill out a survey about social justice. In it, we asked you to identify the issues
that you felt were most important.. We received close to 200 wonderful responses.

Your priorities and interests taught us that our congregation should focus on three areas:

¢ Healthcare
s Education and Poverty
* Religious and Racial Diversity/Understanding/Friendship

With these areas of concemn in mind we found opportunities within the community To-De God’s work.

Discuss this with friends and family. Why is social justice important to Judaism? Why are we discussing it on
the High Holidays? What topics are you and your family most passionate about?

Our Suggestion is to pick at least three items from the attached list. Please consider selecting one that is “attend”,
one that is “volunteer”, and one that is “donate.” If you want to do more, please do! Try and pick some items
that are healthcare related, some poverty related, and some that are racially/religiously related. You will see that
there are two To-Do lists per family. We suggest that where possible {and appropriate), you can pick the same
items as friends, family and children. Our Religious School will also be sharing its own extensive list of T:klam
Olam opportunities,

We know that many of you do amazing social justice work that may not be on this list. We urge you to keep
doing those, and wherever possible, to implement some of the opportunities here as well.

Tikkun Olam, repairing the world, seems daunting at times, and perhaps even impossible. There’s a beautiful
story of a boy walking along a beach with his grandfather. Starfish cover the sandy beach, and the son grabs one
to toss it back into the safe waters of the ocean. The grandfather says, “Let’s go — you can’t save all of them!”
The wise child replies, “Well ... Tell that to this ome,” as he gently places it back into the ocean.

That boy’s action is on my To-Do list.

What’s on yours?
: - )/ V) 77—
Rabbi Eric Linder Shari Hess Patrick Jensen ~ Gary Kaplan Mimi Silverman

attend participate donate
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To-Do List Instructions:

Please mark both halves of the attached card. Keep one side as a reminder (it will look great on your fridge!)
and return the other side to our greeters on the High Holidays.

Yolunteer: Check off what you might be interested in doing. Some may ask you to contact someone. In other cases, we will

Attend:

Donate:

conlact vou.

Hopefully these are self-explanaiory. We have dates and times for evenis to attend. Put them into your calendar
and join us on the appropriate date. If some do not have a time or date attached please check the item and we
will contact you as ihe date approaches.

As you see on the card every month Temple Israel will focus on a different organization to donate 1o, Please
plan on sending donations at thal time. Each month, Temple will collect the donations for the respective
organizations,

God’s To-Do List

1. Food Bank

The Food Bank is a non-profit organization whose mission is to alleviate hunger through the collection of donated food
and household products and the distribution of these items to charities and organizations that help people in need. The
Food Bank works with over 360 organizations in eastern Nebraska and western Jowa to combat the issue of hunger.

Velunteer:

Stuff Backpacks: During the winter school break help fill backpacks with food for students to take home to
their families.

Drive the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Truck: Think of an Ice Cream truck handing out fresh fruit and
Veggies! They are always in need of a driver or helper. This happens every weck 2pm to 4:30pm.

Help Stock Shelves: During Winter Break, Monday — Friday, 7am to 4pm sorting and stocking. We suggest
that you do this with your entire family; it is a fun and meaningful experience! You can volunteer for a shift of
a few hours,

Dine Out Against Hunger: Volunteer to act as a greeter on October 14, 2008 from 5:30-7:30. Help greet from
customers and hand out literature at a participating restaurant. Proceeds from diners that evening will go to the
Food Bank.

Contact Jewel: jewelk@omahafoodbank.org.

Donate:

On Yom Kippur: Bring back your re-useable grocery bag filled with nutritious food that will go to the Food
Bank. Last year, Temple collected over 5000 pounds and we hope to outdo ourselves this year. Please include
as much protein as possible (tuna, beans, canned meats, etc), as these items are what the Food Bank needs
most. We’re hoping this is on everyone’s list!

Donate to the Backpack Cause. To fill an entire back pack for a year costs $126 Please donate whatever you
are comfortable giving. Any amount will be helpful.

The Food Bank identifies schools with a high incidence of need for free or reduced-price school meals and provides a
backpack jilled with meals for those students to take home on Friday afternoon. Monday morning, the child returns the
emptv backpack to school and the process repeats

attend

participate donate
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2. Adopt a School

Field Club, Lothrop Elementary and Chandler View Elementary School. Children often go to school withoul proper
coats and hats we can help meet those needs by raising the funds to purchase these items. Another way to help is
through volunteering to meet the children and see how a few hours can make a difference in their lives (and in yours!).

Volunteer:

*  Go to Chandler View Elemcntary for a Small Group Experience: The first Tuesday of every month at
9am. Read a book or play a game with two or three children. You can choose the age of the elementary school
children you would like to interact with.

Note: Choosing this activity is not committing to every Tuesday through out the year, it is for a one to two times during the
school year. Although, you will probably enjoy it so much you will want to do it again!

Contact Shari Hess: slhess45@yahoo.com

Donate:

*  Make a Donation for Warm Coeats, Mittens and Hats (or bring them to
Temple!)

3. Jewish Family Services

Jewish Family Service is @ human service agency of the Jewish Federation of Omaha whose purpose is io sirengthen
and preserve life in the Jewish community and the community af large through every stage of the life cycle,

Volunteer:

*  Gift Wrap: Help wrap Chanukah Gifts at the JCC on December 14" 2008 from 9am to 12pm.
*  Chanukah Preparation: Help deliver food and pack baskets on December 16™ 2008 from 9am to 11am.
*  Passover Preparation: Help deliver food and pack baskets on March 31* 2009 from 9am to 11am.

Donate:

¢ Purchase Gas Cards.
¢ Project Dreidel - Adopt 2 Family: Donate money to help sponsor a family. Any amount is appreciated. An
entire family can be sponsored for $200.

Contact Karen at JFS: kgustafson@jfsomaha.com.

attend participate donate






Social Action Survey for Temple Israel

5. Thinking about your own Jewish identity, what impact do the following have on

how you think about (and live out) your Jewish life?
1 (Most important) 2

5 (Least important)

Prayer

Learning/educatmon

Community/cultural
participation
Social Action/Tikkun Olam

Conpection ta Israel

Raising Jewish children

Participation in Temple
cammunity

OO000O 00O
0000 00O
O0O00 OO0~
OO00 OO0
OO00O0 OO0

6. Each of us like to give in different ways. Would you be more likely to

1 (Most likely) 2 3 4 (least likely)
Donate money/items to a O O O O
cause
Volunteer a bit of time to O O O O
an organization or a
cause
Spread awareness/teach O O O O

about a specific issue or
cause

Lobby government O O O O

officials

7. Temple Israel is creating a list-serve in order stay on top of social action issues,
especially with regard to our local Omaha/Nebraska community. May we add you to
that list-serve?

O Yes
O No

8. You may have heard of the RAC (the Religious Action Center). It is a part of our
Reform movement, and it takes political issues and does two things: It distributes
information and action alerts to all Reform congregations. Secondly, the RAC lobbies
Congress based on our own movement's positions on these issues. The web-site is
extremely comprehensive and informative. Will you take a look at the website,
rac.org, and sign up for their action alerts?

O ves
O o

O Already signed up

2. Ranking of issues










13. Does our “champion or layleader have experience with this type of issue/ project/

event?
Yes 10 No 0

14. Can we do this justice (no pun intended)?
Yes 10 No @

15. Is their an opportunity to have broad Jewish Community Participation?
Yes 10 No @ :

16. Is their an opportunity to have broad Multi-Faith Community Participation?
Yes 10 No (

17. Is this the best investment of our resources?
Yes 10 No 0

18. Is our current workload such that we will not be strained by taking this on?
Yes 10 No 0

Add, delete, notate and prepare to discuss:
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Explain how the grant funds will be used.

The grant funds will be used to help offset the programmatic cost of the event, including
advertising. ,

Send to:

Rabbi Debra Goldstein, Nothing But Nets Project Coordinator
Commission on Social Action of Reform Judaism

633 Third Ave. 7" Floor ¢ New York, NY 10017

Phone: 212.650.4160 + Fax: 212.650.4229 ¢ dgoldstein/@iur).org




3 on 3 Basketball Event: Temple Israel Social Justice Committee & JCC
Plans to collaborate and raise funds for:

* Nothing But Nets http://www.nothingbutnets.net/ A grassroots movement
involved in malaria prevention through advocacy, procurement and distribution of
free nets.

* JCC Macabbi games http://www.{ccmaccabigames.org/?PagelD=0DESC9

Date April 19"

Location To take place at the JCC

Event Chair Mimi Silverman

Support Staff Temple Israel and JCC Staff and community volunteers

The Temple staff will negotiate with the staff at the JCC to iron out details to share a
basketball event. The event would still keep the name the Eddie Belgrade 3 on 3.
They would like to have 50 % of the proceeds go to the Maccabee games and our 50%
would go to Nothing but Nets.

Our Goal Raise $10,000.00 (in profits) for Nothing but Nets. The J has given us a
budget for close to $9,000 (see attached) reflecting the cost of the event was in the past.

* Temple to be the lead in soliciting the Funds.
* JCC will run the day of the event. They will help identify teams, and deal with
the details of the tournament itself.

Event will be open to the greater Omaha population to obtain a diverse group for the
event.

Suggested team costs are $250.00 for a children’s team and $1000.00 for an adult’s
team. We are assuming that some teams will be able to obtain this money on there own
and others would have to be sponsored. The goal is to have the kids themselves save up
to participate in the event.

Discussion needs to be continued in regards to Maccabee games tzedakah project about
nothing but nets or just hunger to tie these events together.

Timeline Mimi will contact the JCC and Temple Isarel as soon as both boards have
approved the sharing of the event for a timeline.

Committees will need to be formed for the following:
1} Fundraising
2) T-Shirts or other giveaways
3) Trophy or prize for winners of event
4) Making contact with Creighton for possibly having the team members be the
referees on the day of the event and also possibly co-sponsoring the event.



5) PR - although the J will do most of this I think that we should have someone from

Temple to review
6) Information packets to use while soliciting for the event

We are looking for approval from the board to share this event with the JCC and to share
the costs and proceeds 50% between Nothing but Nets and the Maccabi Games.

Thank you for the consideration,
Mimi Silverman and the Social Justice Committee



TEMPLE ISRAEL SOCIAL JUSTICE MENU 2008/2009

Month

September

QOctober

November

December

January

February

School

School supplies for Liberty Elementary
Partnership Program

School supplies for Liberty Elementary
Partnership Program

Grade 5 visit to the Omaha Area Foed
Bank - students will bring food items for
donation (10/12)

Project Dreidel - Jewish Family Service
Grade 2 visit to the Humane Saciety
{11/9)

Middte/High School Tikkun Qlam Day
{11/29} - Social Justice Committee will
chaperone on buses; Camp Fire USA
speaker & fill snack bags, Quality Living,
Lydia House {crafts, donate/play games,
playground)

Project Dreidel - Jewish Family Service

Jewish Family Service Food Pantry & Gas
Cards

Jewish Family Service Food Pantry & Gas
Cards

Middle/High Schoal Tikkun Olam Day
(2/11) - repeat lncations & rotate grade
levels

Youth Groups

OTYG has planned a year of “Going
Green”
OTYG Food Collection

OTYG - Memorial Park Clean-up (11/2)
JYG —“Go Green!” at Chalco Hills (11/16)
OTYG - Tri-faith (11/23)

JYG - Chanukah Hunger Drive for Camp
Fire USA

OTYG - Chanukah “Lights Fundraiser
Money used to purchase blue recycling
bins for all Temple classrooms/offices, to
support the troops (an American soldier
stationed in Irag andfor assist a family
back hame, support a family effected by
war in Israel

Spaghetli Dinner — Camp Rainbow



April

May
June
July

August

School

Girls Inc — swimsuits, pool tays, sun block,
efc.

Girls Inc - swimsuits, pool foys, sun block,
etc.

Girls Inc — swimsuits, pool toys, sun block,
etc.

Shared files/Lori/Misc/Temple Israel Social Justice Menu 2008

Youth Groups

Shuputznik - BBYO & J.C.C. Shlicha
plans and promotes



Know Thy Jewish Community:
Shaping a Holy Congregation

Cantor Karen Webber Gilat

Alfter receiving her masrer’s in Sacred Music in 1990, Canror Gilat served Temple lsrael for four years. Now living in
Pennsylvania, she is a cantor at Temple Ohev Sholom in Harrisburg and Bnei B'rith in Kingsron.

"From the Heart to the Heart” -- Shirim for S'lichot  Saturday, September 20, 2008, 7 p.m.
Canror Gilar will create an evening meant to open the hearr and mind as we open the gares ro forgiveness, soul searching, and
repairing relationships.

Kabal Kodesh, Creating a Community of Holiness  Sunday, September 21, 2008, 10 a.m.
Learn to appreciare the philosophy of inclusion while opening doors ro those who have diszbilities as you discover diversity in our

midst. Canror Gilar, mother of two children who have autism, will share her stories, poems, and a play she’s writing at a workshop for all members
of the congregation.

Dr. Ron Wolfson

Knaw Thyself: Know the Angel Within

' | Fingerhut Professor of Education ar the American Jewish Universicy in Los Angeles, Drr. Wolfson has served ar the Fingerhut
School of Educarion, the Whizin Cenrer for the Jewish Future and the Whizin Institute for Jewish Family Life. This year, the
former Omahan was named Dean of the Center for Jewish Education, a collaborarion of the Fingerhur School and the Whizin
Cenrer.

Rosh Hashanah, Tuesday, September 30, 2008, 10:15 a.rm.
Dr. Wolfson will launch rhis year's social justice initiatives in his d'var Torah, "God's To-Do List: How to Be an Angel and Do
God's Work on Earth.”

Eriday, April 24, 2009, Shabbar Worship Service, 7:30 p.rm.
In the spring, Dr. Wolfson will be "Calling All Temple Israel Angels” ca evaluate progress on their ro-do lists. Everyone will have an opportunity to
share experiences and learn how rthe Temple community is involved in repairing the world.

Sunday, April 26, 2009, 10:30 a.n.
Dr. Wolfson will present "Blessings and Kisses: The Power of Family” by sharing stories and straregies of how families use Jewish holidays and
ricuals ro create warm memories, share Jewish values, and strengthen bonds among generations.

Rabbi Aaron Panken
Where the Rubber Meets the Road: What Judaism Has to Say to the World Around Us
Vice President for Strategic Inirtatives at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institure of Religion, Rabbi Panken is involved in

leadership roles within the Reform Movement and the grearer Jewish world. His interests range from the change and growth of
Jewish law during the Rabbinic Period (70-600 CE) ro the intersection between science and religion.

Friday, March 20, 2009, Shabbat Worship Service, 7:30 p.rm.
Rabbi Panken's d'var Torah will be on "Science and Religion: Two Uneasy Partners.”

Saturday, March 21, 8 a.m. and Sunday, March 22, 2009, 10 a.mn.
He'll continue Saturday morning ar Sparks Benearh rthe Surface when he discusses, "The Srranger in Jewish Law and Lore” exploring how Jewish
rradirion provides guidance on welcoming strangers. On Sunday morning, he'll conclude with “True Lies: Truth, Gossip, and the Jewish-American

Way" examining Jewish definitions of gossip and other harmful speech.
2



Doing God’s
To Do List

‘3 Pick up the kids from school.
Go to the dry-cleaners.
Make a dentist appointnent.

Most of us have to-do lists. They
remind us to do errands and chores,
helping us mind our responsibilities. As
human beings, we have goals to achieve
and tasks to finish. These lists help us
feel successful as we check off items, one
by one, getting closer to our goals. And
s0 we write itemized “actionable” lists.
But are we the only ones?

To answer that question, we'd like
to add something to your to-do list this
High Holy Day season. We’d like you
to read an excellent (and fun) book en-
titled, “God’s To-Do List”

In a few days, we will be sending
every member family a copy of this
wonderful book by Dr. Ron Wolfson.
In it, there are stories of what God ac-
complishes in a day; God creates, God
edavs, God forgives, God heals. The
Qt of the book is as simple as it is
profound: God’s to-do list should be
our to-do list.

On Rosh Hashanah morning, Dr.
Wolfson will speak, linking the ideas
found in this book to the holiday and
the days beyond.

The book is being mailed by The
Temple Israel Social Justice Committee,
and it will help to kick off some projects
that you will hear about when you get
the book in a few days. Stay tuned!

et

Warmest Wishes
For the New Year

The Board of Trustees, the Women
Qeform Judaism, Men’s Club and all
affiliates join with the clergy and
staff in wishing all of our members and
friends a healthy and happy New Year.

&

; &
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Save the Date!

Preparing For A New Year Continued.
on education and social action. In tk
upcoming months you will see offering
of programs and classes with somethin
for everyone, We have been listening 1
you. This is what you want. A more f
cused approach to what we do and offe
Hopefully your batteries are recharge:
Participate, get involved and you w:
find fulfillment and meaning this year

L’ Shanah Tova

Temple Israel
Chicken Soup
and Challah

Cookoff

Sunday, January Il .
¥ January Mishkan T’filah

Mishkan T filal, the new Refor:
prayer book, can be purchased in tt
Temple office for $36. The edition iy
cludes Shabbat, weekday and holid!
prayers and songs. You can also make:
donation of $30 to the prayer book fun
to remember a loved one or to celebra
a simicha. A book plate will be placed
a prayer book used in the sanctuary.

Enter Your Recipe, Your
Mother’s Recipe, or Your
Best Friend’s Recipe

& or Just Come to Eat!
“ 2 :i

Give Blood, the Gift of Life, at Temple
Thursday, September 25, 3-7 p.m.

From its beginning, the American Red Cross has formed a community of peop
bound by beliefs beyond themselves. The honor, spirit and resources of the Americ:
people come forth with neighbors helping neighbors in need - during earthquake
floods, fires, storms - and also for the deeply personal and often quiet disasters thr
require a gift of blood.

Temple’s Blood Drive Chair Ron Budwig, chairing his third drive, said this vea
goal is 25 blood donations.

To give blood for transfusion to another person, you must be in good health, |
at least 17 years old, weigh at least 110 pounds, and not have donated blood in t
last eight weeks (56 days). “In good health” means that you feel well and can pe
form normal activities. If you have an on-going health condition such as diabet
or high blood pressure, and the condition is under control after treatment, you =
considered to be healthy. Other aspects of your health history are discussed prior-
each blood donation, and you may be considered ineligible to donate based up+
your responses. Each donor receives a brief examination during which temperatu
pulse, blood pressure and blood count are measured.

Ron requested signing up for a time to donate by calling the Temple offi
556-6536 or logging on to the Red Cross website, www.givebloodgivelife.org.

Directions to make an oppointment on the website are as follows:

* Click on the State of Nebraska

+ Click on the red box in the upper hand right corner: Donate Blood Nov

» Click on Search by Sponsor Code and enter the sponsor code 113

* You will be at the Welcome to the Donor Center. Fill out one of two forr
that apply to you and schedule your appointment.

Ron recommends signing up as early as possible. Donors can contact him,

ronbudl@msn.com.

Temple Tidings - September 12, 200!
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What’s Happening in Religious School?

Thanksgiving Break.........co...... Wednesday, November 26 & Sunday, November 30
Classes resume Wednesday, December 3 for grades three through twelve and
Family School.

Children’s Choir Rehearsal.............. SO Sundays, November 23 & December 14
Immediately following Religious School, choir participants will eat a pizza lunch
before rehearsing with choir director Emily Meyer. Younger siblings are invited to
stay for lunch and a craft project or story. Pick-up is at 1 p.m.

Grades 1 & 2 Shabbat Service and DINNer ......coveecerereeiescrsrenrans Friday, December 5
The congregation is invited to participate in this special 6 p.m. Family Service.
Dinner immediately follows for the participating students and their families.
Pancake Man Visit .....ccoenscriserrsnsessrnrerermissssssssmssrnssesrsnseseres Sunday, December 7
Yum, yum! Join us for breakfast at 9 a.m. See page 5 for details.

| YoutF

Family Prayer Assembly and 4Bs.....iciisiicnnsnssisenrcrnsriesens Sunday, December 7
Join your child(ren) at 10 a.m. for an enjoyable worship service and stay for the
informative 4Bs session at 10:30 a.m. Guest speaker Sharon Duke Estroff will share
insights from her book, Can I Have a Cell Phone for Hanukkah?: The Essential Scoop
on Raising Modern Jewish Kids. See page 4 for details.

Camp Shwayder Visits Temple Israel.......ccoviiiiiiiiicniinan, Sunday, December 14
Visit with a representative at a Noon pizza lunch about summer camp opportunities
at this beautiful Colorado Jewish camp.

Chanukah Parties ... eevervnerarssrasssseresssensssiersssesconssens Sunday, December 14
Students, parents and teachers have a wonderful time celebrating this holiday. All
grades will have class the first hour and parties the second hour.

Winter Break Begins...vvevceisinsnisesserssscnesnssersressencsnssnesssssseasens Sunday, December 21
School will resume Wednesday, January 7.

Club 56ers STRIKE it Lucky!

Twenty 5th and 6th graders enjoyed an
afternoon of chatting, playing games and
bowling at West Lanes on October 19.
Below (1 to r): Cole Horner, Jordan Saag,
Max Gendler, Solomon Marburg, Brandon
Idelman, Michael Militzer and Isaiah
Schrier grabbed a piece of pizza before
playing Twister and chess.

Above (1 to r): Abby
Schondelymeyer, Madison
Bierman, Max Gendler and
Spencer Newman huddled
together before plowing down
some pins!

m Temple Tidings - November 21, 2008

Jewish Book Fair

Yes, We are the =
People of the Book!

Sunday, December 7

This year, the J.C.C. Book Fair will
also be held at Temple Israel in conjunc-
tion with author Sharon Duke Estroff’s
visit to the 4Bs. Ms. Estroff wrote the
very funny and pertinent book Can I
have a Cell Phone for Hanukkah? The
Essential Scoop on Raising Modern
Jewish Kids.

The book fair will offer an up-to-
date collection of the best in Jewish lit-
erature, including fiction, non-fiction,
children’s and young adults’ books and
Jewish scholarship.

Gary Katz, Kripke Jewish Federation
Library administrator, will be available for
suggestions on appropriate books for each
age group and Chanukah gift selection.

GOD'S To Do List
: What’s Our Next Religious :
School Tzedakah Project?

During the months of November :
- and December we encourage our :
. PreK through grade 12 students and
! families to be a part of Project Dreidel :
. through Jewish Family Service. :
. Every vear, JFS “adopts” fami-
: lies in the community and helps :
‘ them find joy in the celebration
- of Chanukah. f
:  Please bring the following
- donation items to the Religious :
: School office: :
i+ Gift certificates in any amountf
: from Kohls, Target, Barnes & Noble
- and Borders. :
i« Book series: Alex Rider, Eragor™
. Looking  Glass, Maximum Ride,, -
. Twilight for boys, and Gossip Girl, ;
- American  Girls Collection, Nancy :
i Drew, Fear Street for girls. 5




Pancake Man is Coming!
Sunday, December 7, 9 a.m.

Make life easy on yourselves, feed
your kids breakfast at Temple and
come home to a -~
clean kitchen.

Cost is $5 per
person, no charge
for children three
and younger. Hope
1o see you there!

First Book Sorting Day
Sunday, December 14, 10 a.m. - Noon
1 are welcome and you get to
L_ct five free books just for helping.
Questions?  Please contact Danielle,
dsgordman@cox.net, or  Program
Director Wendy Goldberg, 556-6336

or wgoldberg@templeisraejormaha.com.

il Book Sate!

Please drop off any
gently used books at the
Tempie Office during busi-
ness hours and religious
school. Danielle Gordman
is willing to pick up books
if you don’t have a way to !
get them to Temple. The
Book Sale is Sunday, April
[ ”’ 26 - Tuesday. April 28.

Calling All Knitters

and Crocheters!

Would you like to do mitzvot
on your own time and at your own
pace? We are looking for knitters and
crocheters to make healing shawls for
those in our community in need. All
ages and skill levels
are welcome.

Please contact
Don’L Dacey,292-0757
or dd2901@cox.net.

Thank You!

Many thanks to those who attended
and contributed to our drive for Jewish
Family Services. We had a great pro-
gram featuring Nancy Bertolina about
how to make wise choices while eating
healthy. We received a trunkful of per-
sonal hygeine items and cash donations
to donate to the lewish Family Service.

SAVE THE DATE!
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Poker Night
At Temple Israel

Thursday, February 19, 6:30 p.m.

More details to follow!

“God’s To-Do List”
Friday, December 12, 6 p.mi

Please join us for the Humaz
Rights Shabbat. Thousands of con
gregations across the country will it
celebrating Shabbat in a thoughtfr
and meaningful way, so that we ca
better actualize our core concept «
Tikkun Olam - Repairing the Worla
Stay tuned for details!

Checking Off God’s:
To-Do List at the
Urban League

On Rosh Hashanah, the congrega
tion was introduced to “God’s To-D?
List” Two of 22 choices involve as
sisting high school juniors and senion
to write essays and to fill out scholan
ship and college applications. Elever
Temple Israel members spent a coupl!
hours on the evening of November It
at the Urban League helping approxii
mately 25 students.

Volunteers and students first ati
tended a short overview on scholarshi;
forms, writing tips and strategies befor
getting to work on the scholarship an¢
college applications and essays.

Shari Hess, one of the Temple Socia
Justice Committee chairs, commende¢
those participating in the project. “W
realize that Omaha has the third lowes
employment rate in the U.S. for Africar
Americans. These volunteers under
stand this is the type of project tha
could change those statistics.”

She also pointed out that some o
the students are unable to apply fo
scholarships and college, because the:
cannot afford the $30 to $40 applica
tion fees. “I find it heart breaking tc
imagine that this small sum stand
between a high school diploma and -
college education.” Financial donation
for this God’s To Do List project are stil
being accepted. Pliease bring donat
tions to the Temple office, attentior
Rabbi Eric Linder.

Temple Tidings - November 21, 2008
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